
M.R. 3140 

IN THE 

SUPREME COURT 


OF 

THE STATE OF ILLINOIS 


Order entered September 28, 2018. 

(Deleted material is struck through, and new material is underscored.) 

Effective October I , 2018, Illinois Supreme Court Rule 41 is amended, as follows. 

Amended Rule 41 

Rule 41. Judicial Conference 
(a) Duties. There shall be a Judicial Conference to consider the work of the courts, and to 

suggest improvements in the administration ofjustice. The Judicial Conference shall be the body 
to strategically plan fo r the Illinois judicial branch., and to make reeommeeaations fer the 
improvement ef the eourts. 

(b) Membership. 

(1) The membership of the Judicial Conference shall consist of29 members as follows: 

(A) The Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of lllinois, who shall preside over the 
conference as chairperson; 

(B) A justice of the Supreme Court of Illinois;The other memeers of the Sapreme 
Col:lft, 'NBo shall be & effieie members of t:he eonferenee, ane the Direetor of the 
Administrative Offiee of the Illinois Cottrts, who shall also be an & effieie member; 

(C) The Director of the Administrative Office of the Illinois Courts; 
(D) An appellate court judge; 

(E) The Chief Judge of the Circuit Court of Cook County: 

{f} The chairperson and vice-chairperson of the Conference of Chief Circuit Judges: 


CG) A judge who is a member of the Illinois Judicial College Board ofTrustees; 


{H) A judge who is a member of the Supreme Court Commission on Access to 

Justice; 

(I) Seven judges as follows: three judges from the First Judicial District and one judge 
from each of the other four Judicial Districts: 

(J) Three clerks ofcourt, at least two ofwhom shall be circuit court clerks; 

(K) Three trial court administrators or court administrative staff; 

(L) Three attorneys licensed to practice law in the State of Illinois; 

(M) Three members of the public; and 

(N) A person who is not a judge but who is involved with the judicial branch or 
administration of justice. 


The el=lairperson of the BKeeutive Committee of the Appellate Court of the First Jiidieial 
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Oistriet B:Re the presidi-Ag jlidge of the appellate eow1 iA eaeh jueieial distriet other thae. 
tlle First Judieial Distriet; 

(D) Thirty j1:1dges from the first JudieiaJ Distriet, iAelt:tEliAg tke ehief eireliiljwige; 

(e) TeR j 1:1dges from eaeh jYd-ieial eistriet otRer thee the First JudieiaJ Distriet, 
iReh-1diflg at least OAe ehief eireuil j udge from eaeh juElieiaJ dislfiet. 

(F) The Supreme Cow=t may appoiRt aBY judge, lawyer, or person iRvolvea vlith the 
j 1:1cHeial l:>raReh or administratieA efjttstiee as aft advisor le the Jt:tdieiaJ CeRfefeftCe. 

(2)(A) All members shall be appointed by the Supreme Court except those members 
serving on the Judicial Conference by nature of their position designated in subparagraphs 
(b)( I )(A), CC), CE). and CF).desigAatee iR st:1epamgraphs ( l )(D), (e) aRe (f) shall ee 
appeiAteEI ey Oie Supreme CmJrt. 

(B) All members serving on the Judicial Conference by nature of their position 
designated in subparagraphs (b)(l)(A), (C), (£), and (F) shall serve on the Judicial 
Conference so long as they hold that position. Of the remaining members appointed by 
the Supreme Court, one-third shaH initially be appointed to a two-year term. one-third 
shall initially be appointed to a three-year term, and one-third shall initially be appointed 
to a four-year term. All members appointed or reappointed following these inaugural 
terms shall serve three-year terms. Other than the inaugural membership. no member may 
serve more than two consecutive three-year terms (six years), subject to the discretion of 
the Supreme Court.Oae lmrd of Ehe initial memeers appoiAteEI hy the Cew:t frem the First 
J1:1dieial Distri et shall serve 1:1Atil JBR1:1ary l , 1994; ene third shaJl serve tl:Atil JeBt:tafY l , 
1995; aAa eae third shall se£Ve l:l:fttil Jae1:1ary I , 1990, or lifltil their sueeessers aFe 
appointee. IA eaeh of the other jt:1Elieial distriel:S, feyr of the ifliliaJ memhers appoi-Ated ey 
the CetHt shall serve t:l:Rlil Jam1ary I, 1994; th..·ee shaJI sef\•e ootil January 1, 1995; and 
three shall sen1e Ufltil Janl:la:t)' l , l 99a, er lifltil their sl:leeessers are appeintee. eaeh term 
thereafter shaH he for three years s1:10jeet to the diseretien of lhe 81:1preme Court, a:ed ne 
memeer er adYiser may ee appeiRted te mere thB:R two f1:1ll eensee1:1tive terms (six 
years) st:10jeet te lfle diseretieA of the St:1preme Col:lft. 

(c) Other Committees, Task Forces, and Work Groups.Er.eeuti\•e Cemmittee. Subject to 
the approval o f the Supreme Court. the Judicial Confe rence may establish such other 
committees. task forces. and work groups as are necessary to further the work of the conference. 

(d) Meetings of Conference. The conference shall meet at least once annually at a place and 
on a date to be designated by the Chief Justice. 

(e) Administration. Under the direction of the Chief Justice, the Administrative Office of 
the Illinois Courts shall staff the Judicial Conference. 

( I) The St:tpreme CetHt shall appoiAl six members of the eonfereRee from the First 
Judieial Distriet and twe memeers from eaeh of lhe ether eistriet-5 to 501'\'e 0A the Bxeet:ttive 
Cemmitlee, whieh shaJl aet eR behalf ef the eenfereRee wheR the eoRfereRee is eot ie 
sessie A. 

(2) The Chief Justiee shall serve as ehaiF13ersoR of the eemmittee, and shall eoaveae the 
eemmiHee as eeeessa:ry to atteed to the e1:1siAess of the eoR-fereRee. 

(3) At least ()() Elays prier te the Elate OR whieh tke Jt:1ElieiaJ CoAfefeAee is te he eeaveneEI 
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the eomrnittee shall s1:1emit to the S1:1pFeme Cow-t a suggested agenda fer the BB:Ilual meeting. 
(d) Other Cemmittees. The Supreme Col:lft shell appoint sueh other eommittees as are 

Reeessary to fur.her the work of the eoftference. The BKeeuti•;e Committee shall ar.:Rttally reeeive 
from eaeh eomm:ittee a reeommendation as to whether that eommittee shoU:lel ee maintaineel or 
abolished B:Rd make apflrepriate recommendations to the Supreme Cowt. Baeh reeommen:Elation 
shell be aecomflaRied by a justification for the reeommendation. 

(e) Meetings ef Ceefilreeee. The eoAfereaee sliall meet at least oaee ar.51:1ally at a plaee El:Rd 
oe a date to be desigaated by the S1:1preme C01::lrt. 

(f) Seeretary. The AdministF&tive Offiee of the lllieois Cow-ts shall be seeretary of the 
con ferenee. 

Amended effective July 1, 1971 ; amended March 1, 1993, effective immediately; amended 
September 23, 2008, effective immediately; amended Oct. 11, 2012, effective immediately; amended 
Oct. 4, 2013, eff. Nov. I, 2013; amended Dec. 9, 2014, eff. Oct. 1, 2014, nunc pro tune; amended 
Sept. 28. 2018, eff. Oct. 1, 2018. 

Committee Comments 

(Revised J1.:1ly 1, 1971) 
This is former Rule 56 1, as amended Jam:1ary 25, 1966, with mffioF langl:lage eha:Ages. 
Subparagraph (b) was amended in 1971 to elelete the refeFeHee to "assoeiatejudges" oflhe 

eircait eo1:1rts. Prior to the adoption of the 1970 Constitution, assoeiatej1:1dges of the eireait eom-t, 
as eleetedj1:1dges, were members of the fodieial Confer:eeee, b1:1t magistrates were eot. Under the 
1970 Constitution all elected j1:1dieial offieeFS are called judges, and appoiHti¥e jt1dieitH officers 
fermerly eaUed "magistrates" are ealled "associate jttdges." The 197l ameeemeet r:efleets this 
change in terminology. 

(Sept. 28. 2018) 
On Sept. 28, 2018, the Supreme Court reconstituted the Illinois Judicial Conference into an 

active strategic planning and policy body for the judicial branch of the State of Illinois. Through 
strategic planning and in consultation with those who work in and with the judicial branch, the 
Judicial Conference will develop and implement the judicial branch's mission, values. and goals 
in order to achieve sustainable court governance, a more uniform court system. and an impartial, 
accessible, and efficient justice system. 
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